
  

 

St. Stephen’s Catholic Community  †  Anoka, MN 

The Order of Mass 

3rd Sunday of Lent 
March 2 & 3, 2024 †  5 p.m. Vigil   †   8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. †   6 p.m.  
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Welcome to St. Stephen’s Catholic Community!  

We are so glad you are here to worship with us today.  

Upon the conclusion of Mass, please return your worship aid  

to one of the entrances of the church. Thank you! 

Prayer for a Fruitful Lent 
 

My precious and crucified Lord, I offer You this Lent. 

I offer it to You with total abandonment and trust. 

I offer You my prayers, sacrifices  

and my very life this day. 

Do with me, Lord, as You will.  

I pray that this Lent will be fruitful. 

I know You have much to say to me  

and much to do in my life. 

May this Lent be a time through which  

Your mercy is poured in 

abundance into my soul,  

and into the souls of all Your faithful. 

Blessed Mother, pray for me and offer me to Your Son,  

that He may take me into His loving embrace. 

Lord, Jesus, Son of the Living God, have mercy on us.  

.Amen.     
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The Introductory Rites 

The purpose of the Introductory Rites is to ensure that the faithful who come together as 

one establish communion and dispose themselves to listen properly to God’s word and 

to celebrate the Eucharist worthily. 

The Mass is made up of two parts:  

The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. There are also certain rites that 

open and conclude the celebration. 

Entrance Song                                                                Merciful God 
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Confiteor   

I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned 

in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done, 

and in what I have failed to do; 

through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

Kyrie  

Collect 
 

The Collect is made up of three parts: 
1. The invitation (“Let us Pray”). 
2. Silent prayer by all gathered. 
3. The formal prayer proclaimed by the priest, which “collects” the individual prayers 

of the people and offers them to God. 
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Reading I                                                                    Exodus 20:1-17 

A reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 
In those days, God delivered all these commandments: “I, the LORD, am your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery. You shall 
not have other gods besides me. You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the 
shape of anything in the sky above or on the earth below or in the waters  
beneath the earth; you shall not bow down before them or worship them. 
For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God, inflicting punishment for their  
fathers’ wickedness on the children of those who hate me, down to the third 
and fourth generation; but bestowing mercy down to the thousandth  
generation on the children of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
“You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, in vain. For the LORD 
will not leave unpunished the one who takes his name in vain. “Remember to 
keep holy the sabbath day. Six days you may labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work may be done 
then either by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or 
your beast, or by the alien who lives with you. In six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day 
he rested. That is why the LORD has blessed the sabbath day and made it  
holy. “Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in the 
land which the LORD, your God, is giving you. You shall not kill. You shall not 
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass, nor  
anything else that belongs to him.” 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
All respond: Thanks be to God. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

In the readings God speaks to His people, opening up to them the mystery of redemption 

and salvation, and offering spiritual nourishment; and Christ himself is present through 

His word in the midst of the faithful. 
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Reading II                                                           1 Corinthians 1:22-25  

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
Brothers and sisters: Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to  
Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.  

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
All respond: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm   (6 p.m.)                                      Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11 

Response:  Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.  

Gospel Acclamation   

Please Stand. 
 

We welcome and greet the Lord who is about to speak to us in the Gospel. During this 
time, we stand and face the ambo as a special reverence for the Gospel of Christ. The 

Responsorial Psalm                                                             Psalm 19                                                  
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
All respond: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.  
All respond: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves,  

as well as the money changers seated there. He made a whip out of 
cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and  
oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here,  
and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” His disciples  
recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. 

At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us 
for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple 

and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in 
three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body.  

Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and the 

word Jesus had spoken. While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of 
Passover, many began to believe in his name when they saw the signs 
he was doing. But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he 

knew them all, and did not need anyone to testify about human nature. 
He himself understood it well. 
 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All respond: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel                                       John 2:13-25 

This is the high point of the Liturgy of the Word, which is why we stand for the reading, 

the priest kisses the Book of the Gospels and proclaims the reading, and there is often 

candles and incense used. 
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Profession of Faith 

The whole people respond to the Word of God proclaimed in the readings and explained 

in the homily, and honor and confess the great mysteries of the faith. 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

 born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 

(bow) and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

 and became man (stand upright). 

 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

 he suffered death and was buried, 

 and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Universal Prayer              Response: Lord, Hear Our Prayer 

We pray for the needs of the Church, the world, and our community. 

Homily Please be seated. 
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

A collection is taken for our parish during the Preparation of Gifts.                                
Every second Sunday of the month, St. Stephen’s takes a second collection to support 

various charitable and advocacy organizations. 
 

                       To support our parish electronically, scan the QR code: 

Preparation of Gifts                                                         Tree of Life 
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Invitation to Prayer    
Please Stand. 

Celebrant: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours  
  may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All respond: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
  glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

The Eucharistic Prayer                        

This is the center and high point of the entire Mass. This prayer requires that all listen to 

it with reverence and in silence. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
All respond: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts 
All respond: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All respond: It is right and just. 

Preface Acclamation                          

Please Kneel. 
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Throughout the rest of the Eucharistic Prayer, the Holy Spirit is called down upon the 

gifts (The Epiclesis; bells are rung once at this point); the words of Christ at the Last 

Supper are prayed; Christ’s perpetual sacrifice on the cross is remembered; and prayers 

are made for the Church, the world, and all the people, living and dead. 

Memorial Acclamation 

Amen 
This “Amen” is affirmation, our statement of “I believe”, to the entire Eucharistic Prayer. 

Please Stand. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant: ...as we await the blessed hope and the coming   
  of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
All respond: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are                                    
  yours now and for ever. 
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Lamb of God 
The priest puts a piece of the host into the chalice to signify the unity of the Body and 

Blood of the Lord in the work of salvation. 

Celebrant: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes   
  away the sins of the world. Blessed are those   
  called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All respond: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter   
  under my roof, but only say the word and my    
                        soul shall be healed. 

Please Kneel. 

Communion 

All Catholics who have prepared themselves to receive Holy Communion are invited to 

come forward. Our brothers and sisters of other faiths are invited to approach with        

arms crossed over the chest to signal the desire to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Song                                             Bread of the World 
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Meditation                                               Strength for the Journey                   

Prayer after Communion 
Concluding the prayer of the People of God and the whole Communion Rite, the Priest 

says the Prayer after Communion, in which he prays for the fruits of the mystery just 

celebrated, The people make this prayer their own when they acclaim “amen.” 

The Concluding Rites 

Blessing 
Transformed by the power of the Liturgy, we are sent out to seek, love, and serve Jesus 

Christ through those we meet outside of Mass.       

Chorus:  I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey 

I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey. 

Verse 1 There is a road meant for you to travel, narrow and steep is the shepherd’s 

way. And as you say, “Yes,” letting me guide you, I will be strength for the journey. 

Chorus: I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey 

I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey. 

Verse 2 There is a cross meant for you to carry, there is a cross meant for you alone. 

And as you bow down in humble surrender I will be strength for the journey. 

Chorus: I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey 

I will be, I will be, I will be strength for the journey. 

Verse 3 How many times have you doubted my word? How many times must I call 

your name? And as you say, “Yes,” letting me love you, I will be strength for the jour-

ney. 

Words and music: Michael John Poirier Copyright © 1998, 2002 Michael John Poir-

ier, published by Prayersongs Publishing Co. Licensing agent: World Library Publi-

cations, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131. www.wlpmusic.com. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  
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Closing Song                                     I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

Dismissal 
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Seek, Love, & Serve Jesus Christ 

www.ststephenchurch.org 
8:00 a.m. Daily Mass (Monday-Friday) 

5:00 p.m. Saturday  

8:30 a.m. Sunday  

10:30 a.m. Sunday  

12:30 p.m. Sunday (En Español) 

6:00 p.m. Sunday  

For the latest Parish Bulletin, scan the QR code: 

Music reproduced with permission under OneLicense.net #A--720795. All rights reserved. 


